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verdict against him had been true, they had little difficulty in
showing that Mrs. Turner had been accessory to his pro-
ceedings. In the course of the trial a curious scene took place.
After some of Lady Somerset's letters, of the most indecent
character, had been read, some magic scrolls and images were
produced in court, which had been used by Dr. Forman and
Mrs. Turner. Whilst they were being examined, a crack was
heard in one of the scaffolds, probably caused by the crowding
of the spectators to see the exhibition. The impression pro-
duced by the noise was, that the devil himself had come into
the court, and had chosen this method of testifying his dis-
pleasure at the disclosure of his secrets. So great was the con-
fusion in consequence, that a quarter of an hour passed before
order was restored.

As a matter of course, the prisoner was found guilty.
Though attempts were made, after the trial, to extract additional
information from her, no evidence of importance was obtained,
and she died with expressions of sorrow on her lips for the
crime in which she, at least, had taken a principal part.1

Helwys was the next who was called upon for his defence.
As far as the evidence went which was brought against him,
and of there was nothing inconsistent with his own account
Heiwys. Of fa^ part which he had taken. It was shown that
he had entered into an intrigue of some kind or another with
Northampton ; but that he had been directly guilty of giving
culpable aid to Weston was not proved. He might, as far as
anything was shown in court, have contented himself with
hindering Weston from administering the poison, although,
from fear of losing his place, he did not give information of
what was going on. Under these circumstances he made a
not unsuccessful defence, and it was generally expected by the
spectators that he would be acquitted, when Coke produced a
confession which had been made that very morning by Franklin,
the person from whom- the poison had been procured. In
this Franklin declared that he had once been present when
Lady Somerset put into his hands a letter which she had
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